
Policy No. 4490 
 

Search and Seizure 
 
In order to preserve a safe environment for all students and staff, the School may conduct 
reasonable searches of students and student property.  All searches must recognize the privacy 
rights of students and may not be done without reasonable basis or in an unreasonable manner.   
The authorization to search extends to all situations in which the student is under the School’s 
jurisdiction or control.  
 
Types of Searches 
Searches may include, but are not limited to, the following types.   
 
School-provided Storage.  School lockers, desks, and other storage spaces provided by the School 
are the School’s property.  Students have no expectation of privacy in these storage spaces from 
school officials.  The School may allow the Head Administrator or his/her designee to conduct 
regular searches of all such storage places or as is determined reasonably necessary.   
 
Person & Personal Property. An Individual’s person, car, and other personal belongings may be 
searched whenever the School has reason to believe (1) the student is concealing evidence 
connected to a school policy violation or criminal activity.  Searches do not require a student’s 
consent. 
 
Electronic Searches.  Students have no expectation of privacy with regards to using the internet, 
intranet, network, or electronic mail.  Usage of such electronics may be monitored and maintained 
and may uncover that a student has violated the School policy or usage.   
 
Guidelines for Searches & Seizures  
All searches and seizures shall conform to the following guidelines: 

1. The extent of each search shall be proportionate to the severity of the alleged infraction. 
 

2.  Searches of a student’s person shall be conducted in a private area by a school official and 
observed by an objective third party.  Both the school official and the third party shall be 
of the same sex as the student being searched.  The search may not require the student to 
remove clothing nor should the student be touched in any way.   
 

3. School locker, desks, and other storage property may be inspected.  Students must open 
lockers and other storage areas at the request of School officials.  A student has the right 
to be present during a search unless the student is absent, or an otherwise compelling 
situation necessitates a search in the student’s absence. 
 

4. The Head Administrator or his/her designee may use canines when he/she reasonably 
suspects that illegal drugs may be found, and a search warrant has been obtained.  The 
canines (i) must be trained in detecting drugs, (ii) may only be used to determine if drugs 
are present in areas where the substance may be concealed, and (iii) must be conducted in 
conjunction with law enforcement officials or otherwise certified organizations.   



 
5. Students are prohibited from keeping prohibited items belonging to other individuals 

within their lockers, backpacks, or desks.   
 

6. The Head Administrator or his/her designee may use a breath-test instrument to 
determine if a student has consumed alcoholic beverages.   
 

7. The Head Administrator or his/her designee may use a saliva swab or urine test instrument 
to determine if a student has consumed drugs of any sort. 
 

Documenting Searches & Possessing Contraband 
All searches shall be immediately documented in a written report by the Head Administrator or 
his/her designee.  The written report shall (1) explain why the search was conducted, (2) identify 
persons providing information, (3) indicate areas searched, (4) describe and identify contraband 
found, (4) identify persons present, and (5) explain how contraband was disposed of following the 
search.   
 
All contraband and other illegal or dangerous substances seized shall be controlled and disposed 
of by the Head Administrator or his/her designee.   
 
Handheld Metal Detector Wand Searches 
 
The Eagle Learning Center is committed to maintaining safe, orderly schools, to promote health 
and safety within the school setting, and to provide a school environment conducive to education. 
To combat school violence and the potential presence of weapons in our schools, the School may 
utilize metal detectors to detect firearms, knives, and other weapons. This policy is applicable in 
all situations in which students are subject to school disciplinary rules including: 
1) on school grounds immediately before or during school hours, or immediately after school 
hours, or at any other time when the school is being used by a school group;  
2) off school grounds at a school activity, function, or event; or  
3) traveling to or from school or a school activity, function, or event.  
 
Metal Detector Screening Procedures  
 
All students may be subject to screening. In the event metal detector screenings are conducted:  
 
• Metal detector screenings of students and their belongings shall be conducted in an orderly and 
safe manner, consistent with industry standards for use of the detectors, and consistent with 
minimizing intrusion into students’ privacy rights.  
• Students and their personal belongings shall be screened by School employees using a hand-held 
metal detector (wand) owned by the School.  The screening should be conducted, when possible, 
by an employee of the same sex of the student.  
• Consistent scanning techniques shall be used for each student.  
• The School employee conducting the metal detector search should not make contact with the 
student’s body with the wand. Prior to being scanned with a wand, a student will be asked to 
remove any metal objects (e.g. keys, phones, belt buckles, etc.) and set those objects aside. If 



during the screening of a student the detector is activated, the student shall be asked whether he or 
she has anything made of metal in the area scanned. If the article is removable (e.g. a set of keys), 
the student shall be asked to remove the article and the screening repeated. If the detector is again 
activated and the article cannot be removed (e.g. a belt buckle), the staff member shall visually 
confirm the student’s explanation. If the activation cannot be explained or eliminated, then the 
student and his or her belongings shall be directed to a private area. An expanded search (i.e. a pat 
down of the student or inspection of a book-bag or purse) shall be conducted, if possible, by an 
employee of the same sex as the student. At least one other school employee shall be present during 
any search. The scope of the search should be focused on detecting a weapon.  
 
The purpose of metal detector screenings is to deter the possession of weapons such as guns, 
knives, or other dangerous objects capable of inflicting bodily harm or injury. 
 
If during a screening contraband is incidentally discovered (such as tobacco or drugs), the 
possession of which is a violation of school policy or statute, the items shall be confiscated and 
students will be subject to discipline.   
 
School employees shall not conduct a strip search or arrange any clothing of an individual to permit 
a visual inspection of the underclothing, breast, buttocks, or genitalia.  
 
Possession of a firearm, knife or other dangerous object shall subject students to disciplinary 
proceedings and/or arrest.   
 
Reasonable Suspicion   
 
When the school administration has reasonable suspicion to believe that weapons are in the 
possession of an identified student, the administration is authorized to use a mobile metal detector 
to search the student.   
 
“Individualized reasonable suspicion” means a belief based on the totality of the circumstances 
which, when taken together in the context of the school building or activity in which they occur, 
make the student or property searched more likely than a student or property selected at random 
to contain or possess evidence of a violation of state or federal law, a violation of school rule, or a 
condition that endangers the safety or health of the students or others. Information provided by 
other persons may be considered by an administrator as a part of the administrator’s individualized 
reasonable suspicion where the administrator has reason to believe the information is credible.   
 
Random Checks  
 
A. A principal may decide to conduct a random metal detector check on all students before entering 
the school.  
 
B. Before conducting the metal detector checks, the participating administrator will explain the 
scanning process to students, emphasizing that the checks are intended to maintain safe schools.  
 



C. An administrator will escort each student with his or her personal effects into a designated area 
to proceed with the metal detector check.  
 
Avoiding or Refusing Detection Process  
 
When a student attempts to avoid a metal detector screening, it shall be considered sufficient cause 
to immediately search the person and their belongings. Anyone refusing to submit to the metal 
detection screening will be considered grounds for disciplinary action.      
 
Students with Disabilities  
 
School employees will be instructed to ensure that people with disabilities will be thoroughly 
screened while being sensitive to each person’s condition. Service animals will be visually 
inspected.  
 
Law Enforcement Involvement  
 
The school principal or his/her designee will generally not use law enforcement officers to conduct 
metal detector screenings. Law enforcement officer involvement in metal detector screening 
procedures will be limited to:  
 
• Sharing information regarding threats made against students, administrators, teachers, or the 
School that may require the school to conduct metal detector screenings, and  
 
• Calling upon law enforcement in the event that a weapon is discovered or suspected based on a 
metal detector activation.  




